
 
 

Statistical Data & Research 

 

 1 and 3 students in the state of Texas don’t finish high school
1
.  In some areas of San 

Antonio, TX that number is higher.  Studies show that schools with excellent music 

programs have higher attendance rates, higher math scores and higher graduation 

rates
2
.   

 

 Students in high-quality school music programs score higher on standardized tests 

compared to students in schools with deficient music education programs, regardless 

of the socioeconomic level of the school or school district. Students in top-quality 

music programs scored 22% better in English and 20% better in math than students in 

deficient music programs
3
. 

 

 Secondary students who participated in band or orchestra reported the lowest lifetime 

and current use of all substances (alcohol, tobacco, illicit drugs)
4
.  

 

 When asked where funding will be in five years for music programs in Texas public 

schools, Dr. Middleton, Superintendent of San Antonio’s Northeast Independent 

School District answered, “The state [Texas] is going to give the minimal level it 

can.” He adds “I think it will depend upon the local effort, and the local ability, and 

the local commitment.”  

 

 Students of the arts continue to outperform their non-arts peers on the SAT, according 

to reports by the College Entrance Examination Board. In 2006, SAT takers with 

coursework/experience in music performance scored 57 points higher on the verbal 

portion of the test and 43 points higher on the math portion than students with no 

coursework or experience in the arts
5
. 

 

 The Alliance for Excellent Education released a study showing that wages in the state 

[Texas] would increase by $404 million annually if Texas cut the student drop-out 

rate in half
6
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